Planning ahead: practical hints for designing ambulatory care facilities.
This article discusses a variety of topics that need to be addressed during the design of an ambulatory care facility, particularly those areas that need to be discussed at the beginning of the project. Topics include life safety/code issues involving building classification, employee safety, and accessibility; regulatory agencies; design issues including design sources, touring comparable facilities, room mock-ups, staff evaluation/wish list, setting standards, and determining responsibility; and medical equipment including planning and current trends. The time you spend planning ahead is time well spent.